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Hello from C-42% in the Annex. The pressure graclients are causing a bit of wind
toclag, so that gives me a good oPPortunitg to send out an Earth Science uPc]ate.
I aPologize for the length of this message, but it has been a very busg month.
Also, | wanted to get out some information about a summer travel oPPortunitg for
students (to Costa Rical). That information is at the very bottom, 50 Please be

sure to read through that i)c interested.

PerhaPs the most imPortant u[:)coming date to note is the end of the 1st grac]ing
quarter on I:riclag, November 8th. Having said that, there is one more unit exam
that will count toward the 1st quarter grade. The exam for honors classes will be
on Mondag, /4. The exam for academic classes will be on Thursdag, /7.1 have
created a JeoPardg review game to Plag cluring the class Prior to the exam. Each
question in the game IS designed to prepare students for a sPeciFic conce[:)t from
the exam. After Plaging the JeoPardg game | will also Post it on Google
Classroom so that students can use it to guicle their stuclging.

I suggest you strike upa conversation with your child this weekend about the
threat of “The Rea”g Big One”. Students learned a lot about earthquakes and
emergency Prepareclness 59 reading Kathrgn Shulz’s Pulitzer Prize winning article
about the Cascadia Subduction Zone in the Pacific Northwest. Itis an increcliblg
engaging article, and students have alreacl9 turned in their responses to the
fifteen article-related questions asa major 1t quarter assignment. it you check
schooltool this weekend and see a zero for this assignment Please discuss it with
your child and know that students can still complete it for late credit (20 Points
off). 1 Postec] PDF files of the questions on Google Classroom along with the

article.

Students have completecl ten labs cluring the 1t quartcr. Recent labs have
included ana‘gsis of the formation and age of the Hawaiian lslancls, exPloration

of the features along the seafloor across the Mid-Atlantic Ridge (unclerwater



volcanic mountain chain), and using seismic data to determine the locations of
earthquake el:)icenters. However, the highlight of recent lab activit9 was likelg the
evaluation of several types of canclg as models for the Earth’s interior lagers.
This assignment culminated with students Presenting their own designs for new
edible treats that would more accuratelg rePresent the characteristics of the
Earth’s five distinct Iagers. I was VERY imPresscc] with the creativity of student
submissions. During our next unit, we will sPend time in the lab iclenthcging rocks

and minerals based on their Phgsical characteristics.

Liverpool High School’s Expedition Earth Science program is in full swing,
Seventeen students spent an incredible weekend in the Adirondacks hiking,
canoeing, and c]oing authentic field science. More recentlg, fourteen students
sPent last I:riclag aboard a research vessel on Seneca Lake for the “Science on
Seneca” exPeclition. Students classified sediment (ancl mussels!) from three
clredge locations, and collected water samples to analgze chemical Parameters
and Plankton diversitg with a c]igital microscol:)e. We also had a Phenomenal tour
of the Hobart and William smith campus (includinga visit to the c]ining halD! The
Fossil Expec]ition (Tu”g, NY) is coming up this Saturclag, November 9““. hcgour
child signed up for this triP he/she will be coming home with more information on
ch]ncsclag. Please let me know if you are wi”ing to be a volunteer driver; these

expeditions are on19 Possible with the help of Parent drivers.

Fina”g, keep in mind that students do not rePort on Tuesclag, /s because
teachers will be attendinga suPerintendent’s conference on that clag. And
Please remind students to regularlg check my weeklg homework calendar moving
forward (it is updatecl every I:ric!ag, and critical for student success):

htt!as: // clocs.google.com /document/d/1Gn sJiw‘H-lGNsw7EPrzxZ1C9eXnMP§Osu
dAZFnBIleQas/ ec{it?us!:):sharing

In general, students have not been checking the calendar often enough. The

calendaris there to help students keep track of homework due dates and
uPcoming quizzes/tests. J update the calendar every I:riclag for the Fo”owing
week, and recommend that students bookmark the calendars URL on all devices
theg use for internet access. Please let me know if you have any

questions/ concerns.



Honors Earth Science Onlu:

The sgmposium process isoff toa strong start! Students are cxploring their
topics, and must submit six articles G} newspaper articles and 3 scientiﬁcjournal
articles) relating to their toPic for my aPProval bg I:riclag, November 8th. | have
Proviclecl instructions on Google Classroom. 1 have also Postecl on Classroom
instructions for how to use the free research databases at SUNY-ESF’s Moon
Librarg (the onlg catchis theg can onlg be used at the actual Iibrarg itseld). A
visit to Moon Librarg s absolutelg not recluirecl, but it can make the research
process much easier and more fruitful for students. 1 have arrangccl to be at
Moon Librarg from 11:30 AM to 1:150PM on Sundag, November 5“‘ to assist any
students who would like additional suPPort with the research process.

As alwags, Please feel free to contact me via email

atjwi”iams@liverpool.ldz.ng.us should you have any questions or concerns.
Regarcls,
Mr. Williams

P.S. Promisecl my students that | would mention a travel OPPortunitg coming up
this summer (August 5 — August 12). The trip is not affiliated with the Liverl:)ool
Central School District, but three of the other Earth Science teachers and 1 will
be taking 30 |HS students to Costa Rica. The tri[:) s through Education First
(EF Tours) and includes visits to Arenal \/olcarloJ lLa Fortuna water‘Fa”, and a
sustainable coffee Plantation, as well as snorkeling and ziP—lining experiences. It
is going to be a trulg unique travel exl:)erience in which students getto have a ton
of fun while still thinking about the connections between humans, culture,
science, and nature conservation. The Price is $2760, and includes ALL loclging
and meals as well as rounc]tri[:) airfare from Syracuse. Hereis the link for more

information: https://www.eftours.com/educational-tour/costa-rica-natural-

wonders. We currentlg have four sPots remaining, and the deadline to enroll is

December 15t. Please let me know hcgou would like any additional information.



