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Season’s greetings, and happy holidays to everyone.  The last full moon of 2017 
was a “supermoon”, and was on full display this weekend.  We have a few weeks 
left of school before the holiday recess, and we will resume school on Tuesday, 
January 2nd (which just so happens to coincide with the next full moon!). 
 
November was a very productive month as students studied concepts relating to 
erosional and depositional processes on earth.  The unit exam is coming up this 
Wednesday, and I have allowed students to use an index card to create a “study 
guide” for use during the exam.  The rationale for the index card is that it will 
require students to model good studying practices. 
 
The remainder of December will be dedicated to studying the earth’s interior and 
principles of plate tectonics.  We will end the month with an investigation of 
Hawaii’s hotspot volcanism (barring a snow day). 
  
Shout out to Alejandro Vergara for suggesting a different homework calendar, 
which is now up and running.  The calendar can be accessed through my website 
(via the classroom tab), or through Google Classroom (via the about tab).  My 
hope is that the new format will help students stay on top of assignments and 
improve their organization skills.   
 
Honors Earth Science Only: 
  
The most important due date for the earth science symposium is fast 
approaching.  Students will submit the 1st draft of their 2-page symposium 
magazine article on Tuesday, 12/19.  The outline/organizer for the article is due in 
class on Thursday, 12/7.  These due dates are both critical components of the 
symposium process.  I have been pleased with students’ progress thus far with 
topic selection and their peer-reviewed articles.  However, it should be 
emphasized that the time for procrastination is gone, and “crunch time” is here.  



Understanding the methods (what the scientists did), and the results (what the 
scientists found) will not be easy, but it is important that students work diligently 
and avoid feeling discouraged throughout the process.  Students should see me 
during academic advisement or after school (Tuesdays or Thursdays)  for help 
understanding the content in the peer-reviewed articles. 
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