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Happy New Year to all!  I cannot believe that we are already approaching the 
half-way point of the 2017-2018 school year, but it is fast approaching.  At this 
point, before moving forward, it is important for a check how well students 
understood the concepts learned in the fall.  Therefore, students will be assigned 
and in-class midterm exam on Friday, January 12th (blue and red classes), or 
Tuesday, January 16th (orange and green classes).  This will count as the second 
exam grade for the 2nd quarter, but more importantly it will inform the re-teaching 
needed by individual students.  It is important that students do their best to 
prepare for this exam.  On Friday, January 5th, I will post an optional practice 
midterm exam on Google classroom.  At the very least, students should skim that 
document to identify the concepts they find the most challenging and then ask 
me for clarification about them prior to the midterm exam. 
 
In terms of content, students used December to investigate the properties and 
processes of the earth’s interior.  For example, students used receipt tape to 
represent the layers of earth to scale.  They also evaluated popular candies as 
potential models for the layers of the earth, and then designed an idealized 
candy model to represent the actual properties of the planet.  Students also 
constructed paper models of convergent and divergent plate boundaries (i.e. 
subduction zones and mid-ocean ridges), and drew/labeled an ocean bottom 
profile of the North Atlantic (from North America to Portugal). 
 
The first half of January will be dedicated to exploring the ways in which plate 
tectonics impact earth’s surface.  Students will learn about hotspot volcanism 
(i.e. Hawaii), and how to use seismographic data and triangulation to locate the 
epicenter of an earthquake.  During the second half of the month, upon 
completion of the midterm exam, students will learn about geologic history. 
  
Shout out to ALL students for a strong first half of the school year!  I am looking 
forward to continued improvement and increased growth during the 2nd half. 



Also, shout out to the Liverpool varsity bowling teams (including Devin 
Roberson, Zach Ormsby, and Brandi Harmon) for their GREAT start to the 
season! 
 
Honors Earth Science Only: 
  
Students will submit the 2nd draft of their 2-page symposium magazine article on 
Friday, 1/12.  This will count as 25% of their 2nd quarter grade.  Please encourage 
students to use the rubric provided in class (and the guide posted on Google 
classroom) to evaluate their own paper prior to submission.  They should also 
have someone read their article aloud to them, so that they can edit phrases that 
lack clarity or that do not sound like their OWN LANGUAGE.  This “read-a-
loud” (and the accompanying edits) is probably the single best way for a student 
to improve the quality of his/her 2nd draft.  Students should continue seeking 
general information about their topic so that they are comfortable talking about 
the basic issues with others (i.e. why is the topic important/interesting?), 
independent of the peer-reviewed research. 
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