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Students should now have their flash cards in hand, and should be using them to prepare for the final exam on May 23rd (the remainder of the year after Memorial Day will be dedicated to reviewing for the Regents exam and Lab Practicum).  I encourage students to add their own notes, sketches, and questions to their flash cards.  They should personalize the flash cards in any way that they see fit because that will help them to process and really “own” the concepts.  Success in earth science also hinges on students’ familiarity with, and ability to use, their reference tables.  Each student will receive a fresh copy of the reference tables on the day of the Regents, and about half of the exam questions require its usage.  For that reason, I have assigned a reference tables review packet (80 questions) that is due 5/17 or 5/18.

The focus in class this week was on objects that can be observed in the night sky.  Students made star wheels, and I hope that they shared them with you.  Each of my students will be attempting a cell phone/social media vacation beginning this Sunday at 2:15PM.  One of the requirements of this project is for students to bring their star wheels outside (around 9PM usually works) on a clear night to identify at least one constellation (hopefully more!).  I encourage you to join them outside if possible.  Students will also need to note the location and phase of the moon at least once next week (it will be visible in the morning).  Have fun, and any feedback on this “smart phone vacation” project would be greatly appreciated, just send me an Email!

Our focus next week will be on all things moon-related.  And then we’re done with the curriculum, wow, what a year!  

Shout out to Ryan Dewan for his triple jump accomplishment (a 9th grade record)!

Regards,

Jason Williams
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