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Greetings, 
 
I hope everyone is enjoying their spring break so far.  I wanted to get this 
newsletter out because it contains important information pertaining to review for 
the Regents exam.  The Earth Science Regents exam is scheduled for Thursday, 
June 14th at 8:00 AM. The big day will be here sooner than you think, so it is 
important that students begin diligently studying and preparing for the exam 
ASAP.  Also, time constraints will only allow for VERY limited in-class review, so 
students will need to do the “heavy lifting” of review on their own time.  To that 
end, I have developed a review schedule that I am asking students to follow on 
their own.  In addition to it being linked above, I have also made the Regents 
review schedule accessible under the “About” tab on Google Classroom.  It is up 
to each individual student to follow the schedule and decide when they need help 
with a concept, and then make an appointment to see me during academic 
advisement in accordance with the schedule.  Please note that the review program 
is optional, but STRONGLY SUGGESTED.   Students who complete the 
program in good faith will see markedly higher exam scores in June. 
 
In addition to the optional review program, I will also assign some required review 
HW assignments.  The first review assignment is a list of the 120ish most important 
earth science concepts that I will distribute to students on May 3rd or May 4th.  I 
am requiring students to make flash cards for these concepts.  Therefore, I am 
asking each student to bring in 120 index cards on or before May 4th.  The small 
size flash cards will suffice and they can be lined or plain.  I know that flash cards 
are old school, but trust me, they work! 
 
Other than review, students will learn about all things astronomy during the first 
half of May.  They have already explored potential efforts to engineer a 
habitable climate on Mars (ask them about it!), and that assignment served as a 
logical segue from the climate unit into astronomy.  Fun times! 



 
In addition to happenings inside the classroom, there are also several upcoming 
Earth Science expeditions this month: 
 
Geology of the Adirondacks (5/5 -5/6):  Back in September, the following 
students signed up for an overnight trip to SUNY-ESF’s Newcomb campus: 
Devin Roberson, Robbie Golden, Alejandro Vergara, Kendra Hall, Jeremy 
Valerio, Anthony Caimano, Jake Ronan, Evan Prosser, Caroline Stevens, Ian 
Hollenbeck, and Parker Wyatt.  This trip is fully funded by grants from the NYS 
Parks Department, and we are very excited for this expedition.  At this point the 
parents of each student listed above should have all of the required paperwork.  
We are asking for 6 or 7 volunteer parent chaperones who are willing to drive and 
stay with us during the visit to the Adirondacks.  Please contact me if you have 
any questions. 
 
Whitewater Rafting on the Black River (Sunday, 5/20):  This trip tends to be one 
of the highlights of 9th grade for all those who participate.  All students are 
welcome to attend, but the deadline to submit the paperwork and payment is 
Tuesday, May 1st.  Hope to see you on the water! 
 
Research Cruise on Seneca Lake (Friday, 5/25):  Students will be cruising 
aboard the William Scandling research vessel and conducting real data collection 
for use by scientists at Hobart and William Smith Colleges.  If your child signed up 
for this expedition there will be a permission slip and paperwork forthcoming later 
this month.  Please note that this trip will require participants to miss a day of 
school, and that students will be responsible for making up any missed 
assignments. 
 
Shout outs to all of my students who had their original photography and poetry 
displayed in the school corridor as part of the Liverpool Poster Project.  Truly 
inspiring artwork everyone! 
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